




Operating from the works on West 42nd Street until well 
after the turn of the century, the fi rm moved to Westchester 
County, New York in 1928.  Since then, the fi rm has survived 
the Great Depression, two World Wars and drastic changes 
in the pipe organ industry.   In 2009 the fi rm celebrated 150 
years of a family organ building legacy.

Today under the leadership of Edward Odell, the fi rm is 
active in a large, modern facility in Connecticut with a staff 
of six persons and a shop equipped for all aspects of organ 
building.  

Work in the new facility has ranged from meticulous 
restoration of mechancal action to new instrument fabrication, including windchests of all 
types, as well as elaborate casework and the construction and voicing of new organ pipes from 
both metal and wood.

Recent new pipe organs built by the 
fi rm include Opus 647 at St. Ann’s 
Roman Catholic Church, Nyack, 
New York and Opus 649 for the 
Congregational Church of Orange 
Connecticut.  This latter organ 
represents a signifi cant milestone: 
it is the fi rst Odell instrument with 
modern slider windchests, all built at 
the new Connecticut shop.  

Recent important projects include a 
new console and careful restoration work for the 1894 Hook and Hastings organ at St. John the 
Evangelist, Newport, Rhode Island (see back cover), and extensive redesign and overhaul of the 
electrical systems for the pipe organ at the Cadet Chapel 
at the United States Military Academy at West Point, New 
York. 

Current projects include restoration of Moller Opus  
8710  (1954) for the Community Church of New York in 
New York City  and restoration of Odell Opus 597 for St. 
Casimir’s church in Yonkers, New York.  In 2012 the fi rm 
will commence long-planned work to fully restore Odell 
Opus 313 (1894) for St. Michael’s Church in New York 
City.
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Console, restorative repairs and stencil work for the 1894 Hook and Hastings organ, St. John the Evangelist, Newport
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    Opus 645 (2006), United Methodist Church of Westport and Weston, Westport, Connecticut
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From the Church Organist and 
Music Director:

“One of the most impressive enhancements 
with the new organ, aside from the exquisite 
façade, is the quality of sound as well as 
the power behind it.  What we have now 
is an instrument that effortlessly leads our 
congregation in singing, as well as providing 
full, but subtle, accompaniment for the choir 
anthems.”

 “I can honestly say that at every step of the 
way, Mr. Odell and his fi rm have not only 
met, but exceeded my expectations with our 
new organ and have gone above and beyond 
the call of duty to deliver an instrument 
which is even better than the original 
proposal stated.”

“It is a testament to our organbuilder’s 
excellent work that not only do the trained 
musicians in the congregation appreciate this 
new pipe organ, even the untrained listeners 
have noticed a huge improvement over the 
previous instrument.  One member (who 
at one time happened to be unsupportive 
of the project) admits that now she could 
not imagine our service without our fi ne, 
new pipe organ.  The church is well pleased, 
as am I, and we celebrate at every Sunday 
service this work of art courtesy of the fi rm 
of J.H. & C.S. Odell.”

Todd Simmons
Director of Music
United Methodist Church of Westport and Weston

From the Consultant:

“The full ensemble now fi lls the church 
worship space with a richer, warmer and well-
blended tone that is pleasing and inspiring 
to listen to and sing with.  The softer sounds 
are more usable and possess a wider dynamic 
range, so the possibilities for choral, vocal 
and instrumental accompaniment are greatly 
enhanced.”

“As a concerned observer, I paid close 
attention to the project throughout the 
building process.  The Odells always 
welcomed my inquiries and kept all parties 
informed with frequent photographs from 
their shop. “

 “Once the installation commenced, it was 
exciting to see how beautifully designed 
and well made all components of the organ 
were, both inside and out.  During the tonal 
fi nishing, it was gratifying to witness the 
attention to detail in balancing each stop and 
the various ensembles to provide the church, 
organist and builder with an instrument to 
fulfi ll the original mission.   It was refreshing 
to hear from the builder that materials and 
workmanship were never an issue; they 
simply insisted that in every aspect things 
be done thoroughly, with the highest level 
of attention to detail. I was very happy to 
work with all parties involved on this project 
and am very pleased with the results, as is the 
organist and the church.”

K. Bryan Kirk - Consultant to the Church
 Minister of Music
 Glens Falls Presbyterian Church
 Glens Falls, New York

From the Church Organist and From the Consultant:

Praise for our Opus 645:



Restoration of Hinners Opus 1550 for Old South Haven Presbyterian Church of Brookhaven, New York
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“I have received so many wonderful comments on how great 
the organ sounds.  You went far beyond our expectations in 
the restoration process. Practicing is now a pleasure.” 

“Working with your staff has been such a pleasant experience. 
Thank you for making our journey an exciting and successful 
one. ”

-- Margaret Angus, Organist and Director of Music



    New organ case and four-manual console completed in 2007 for Fair Street Reformed Church, Kingston, New York
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